
 

 
 
Community Changing Campaign  
Friends of Natalie Iwasa 
Storm Drain Report 2018 
Waialae-Kahala Neighborhood Board Thursday, September 20, 2018 
 
 
For several months this summer, Friends of Natalie Iwasa participated in the city’s Storm Drain 
Marking volunteer program in which storm drains are marked:  Do Not Dump.  Drains to Ocean.  
The city is switching to round medallions to mark the drains, but in some cases a template and 
spray paint is used. 
 
The program is run by the Department of Facility Maintenance (DFM), Storm Water Quality 
Branch.  They provided us with supplies and maps of several areas in the district.  A city employee 
trained two of us, and we trained other volunteers.  All volunteers signed waivers limiting the city’s 
liability. 
 
Before we marked the drains, we checked their condition, e.g., whether there was debris in them or 
concrete breaking off.  East Honolulu had just experienced devastating flooding on April 13, so we 
also noted any drains that were blocked. 
 
Volunteers checked over 400 drains in East Honolulu -- 121 in the Kahala and Diamond Head 
area, 133 in Niu Valley and 150 in Aina Haina.  As we walked through neighborhoods, we also 
picked up trash. 
   
Kahala and Diamond Head 
 
The attached maps of the Kahala and Diamond Head area were provided by DFM.  Storm drains 
within the black lines (except as noted) were checked.  In general, we noted drains were in pretty 
good condition, and about one third of them had already been marked.  The following significant 
items were noted. 
 

1. In some places the pavement was almost as high as the curbs and significantly reduced 
access to the drain.  DFM was informed, and we were told the road repaving met the city’s 
standards.  Follow up will be done with the Department of Design and Construction, as they 
are in charge of designing major roadway projects.  (Picture attached of drain on Diamond 
Head Road in front of Arc Hawaii.) 
 

2. Kaikoo Place – construction sock with rocks holding it in place.  (Picture attached.) 
  

3. Kulamanu Street at intersection with Kulamanu Place – concrete broken and rebar 
exposed.  (Picture attached.) 
 

4. Kaualio Place near 22nd Avenue – tree growing inside the storm drain.  
 
  



 
 
 
Community Follow Up 
 
After our report on Niu Valley and Aina Haina was released, a resident commented that the city 
should install devices inside the drains to catch trash and pollutants.  DFM was notified of this 
suggestion and responded maintenance would be especially important, as the devices could 
become obstructions to draining. DFM is open to installing devices if there is a commitment from a 
community group to maintain them.   
 
In addition, the city has a smart phone app, Honolulu 311, that allows residents to report concerns 
such as blocked storm drains, broken streetlights, pot holes, etc.  Anyone with access to the 
Internet can also see what has been reported.  Information is available at 
https://data.honolulu.gov/dataset/Honolulu-311-Reports/6hui-dvrh.  
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Drain noted in #3 above.
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