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For several months this summer, Friends of Natalie Iwasa participated in the city’s Storm Drain 
Marking volunteer program in which storm drains are marked:  Do Not Dump.  Drains to Ocean.  
The city is switching to round medallions to mark the drains, but in some cases a template and 
spray paint is used. 

The program is run by the Department of Facility Maintenance (DFM), Storm Water Quality 
Branch.  They provided us with supplies and maps of several areas in the district.  A city employee 
trained two of us, and we trained other volunteers.  All volunteers signed waivers limiting the city’s 
liability. 

Before we marked each drain, we checked its condition, e.g., whether there was debris in it or 
concrete breaking off.  East Honolulu had just experienced devastating flooding on April 13, so we 
also noted any drains that were blocked. 

Volunteers checked over 400 drains in East Honolulu -- 133 in Niu Valley, 150 in Aina Haina and 
121 in Kahala.  As we walked through neighborhoods, we also picked up trash. 

Niu Valley

In general, we noted drains in Niu Valley were in pretty good condition.  All storm drains on the 
attached map provided by DFM were checked.  The following significant items were noted.  Each 
number represents a drain on the attached map. 

1. Pia Street and Halemaumau intersection - broken concrete and exposed rebar.  (Picture 
attached.)

2. Kupaua Place and Halemaumau intersection - construction sock had weeds growing in it.  
DFM was informed, and sock has been removed.  (Picture attached.) 

3. Niuiki Circle – rebar exposed and broken. 

4. Niuiki Circle – leaves inside and water level was still high a month after the April flooding.  

5. Canal near Halemaumau Place – large tree branch noted.  DFM informed. 

Aina Haina

The pavement on some roads in Aina Haina was almost as high as the curbs and appeared might 
inhibit runoff from entering the drain.  We were told the road repaving met the city’s standards.  In 
addition to checking all of the drains indicated on the map for Aina Haina, we went farther up into  



Supply kit

Prepping by removing dirt. 
Battery-powered drill used in lieu 
of city-provided wire brushes. Sweeping away dirt and dust.

Placement of stencil. 
Construction sock noted in #6.

Applying glue to
medallion.



Drain with broken concrete and
exposed rebar noted in #1.

Construction sock with weeds growing in #2. Has been
removed.

Small drainage
ditch in #9.

#9.

Broken concrete
in #7.

Gutter
paved over. In some
areas street pavement is almost
even with curbs.






